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Module One In-Library Exercises:  Major Collections and Service Points

Take your time to browse in the different resource areas and get familiar with the building.  Please read through Module One of Go for The Gold (available online at http://www.lib.jmu.edu/library/gold/modules.htm) to get a general overview of the building before beginning this exercise. 

1. Start in the Lobby of Carrier Library.  Go through the glass doors to the Reference Area.  Just past the Reference Desk, you’ll find the bookshelves of the Reference Collection.

A.
In the Reference collection, browse the print resources or ask a librarian at the desk to recommend an interesting reference book.  Choose a reference book and write down the following information:

Author or Editor:  ________________________________________________

Title:  __________________________________________________________

B.
Using a computer in the electronic Reference area, review the alphabetical list of databases on the library web page.  (Click on the Research Databases link or go to http://www.lib.jmu.edu/databases)  Choose a database and write down the following information:

Title:  ______________________________________________________

Subject coverage:  ____________________________________________

C.
From the library home page, look at the first page of LEO, the online catalog.  

List three ways you can search the catalog:

1. _____________________

2. _____________________

3.  _______________________

2.  Government Documents

Walk through the Government Documents collection on the first floor.  

Browse the print publications.  Note that this collection is organized by government agency rather than by subject classification. 

Choose a print publication and write down the following information:

Author or Editor: _______________________________________

Title:  ________________________________________________

Agency, department, or organization that published this document: 

_______________________________________________________________

3.
You can continue by following the corridor back to the front lobby.            Take the stairs or elevator to the basement to go to Media Resources.  

What types of items are located in Media Resources?  List two:

1. _________________

2. _________________

4.
Take the elevator or stairs back to the first floor.  

Look at the titles on the browsing shelves across from Circulation.  If you find a book you would like to read, check it out at the Circulation Desk with your JAC card.  

Module One In-Library Exercises Notes and Answer Key

Consider assigning this activity to students as part of completing Module One.  Ask students to read the information in Module One before attempting the assignment, although they may want to try the online questions AFTER doing the in-library exercises.  Since students will most likely not have completed the modules on searching the library catalog or other databases yet, this activity does not require them to locate specific information but rather to browse and get acquainted with the location of resources.  

Answers:

1. Reference Area

A. Students should list the author or editor and title of a reference book.  You can do a title search in LEO if you want to check the location.  

B. You can review the list of databases from the library home page to see if students correctly identified the subject coverage of the database.

C. You can search LEO by author, title, subject, words (keyword), author and title combined search, reserves, call numbers, and standard numbers.  Students are asked to identify three of the possible ways of searching.  

2.
Government Documents.    Students should correctly list the author or editor, title, and publisher of the document.  You can do a title search in LEO if you want to check the information.

3. 
Media Resources.  possible answers could include:  videotapes, DVDs, CD’s, computer programs. 

4.
End of tour.  Students are directed to see the browsing collection.  

Possible follow up questions for class or individual discussion:

· Ask students of their impressions about the library, what it was like to experience another new building.  

· Ask students about how they view themselves as researchers, what their expectations are of libraries.

If students express a lot of concern or frustration, you may want to reassure them that many people experience what is called “library anxiety.  If students are nervous about learning to negotiate finding information, encourage them to consult the library staff for help.  Encourage them to ask for help at the Reference Desk, or any of the service desks in the library.  Remind them that Reference Librarians want to help students find good information. 

