
70%
7 out of 10 JMU students worry

about the cost of course materials

from the 2025 Virginia course materials survey

hours* to buy $500
Students need to work more than  

40
*pre-tax, based on JMU student minimum wage $12.41/hr

worth of textbooks  

71

32 29
37

The deep impact of course material costs

Didn’t purchase 
the required

textbook

Earned a 
poor grade

Take fewer
courses

Decided not to
register for a 
specific course

 COURSE MATERIAL
AFFORDABILITY 

@ JMU

JMU Libraries, licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International 

JMU students reported they

%

% %
%

from the 2025 Virginia course materials survey

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/?ref=chooser-v1
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/?ref=chooser-v1
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/?ref=chooser-v1

